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To the Chriſtian REA DER 


Have been afflicted theſe ſeveral years pal 

with a flow fever in my head, that it come. 
lo violent by times, that it almoſt entirely de. 
prives me of my hearing, I had ſeveral medi 
cines, but to no Benefit. I have of late beet 
recommended to try Freeman's Bathing Spirits 
from which'l have found great benefit, (thank: 
be to Gd for it). 1 have not had my hear. 
ing ſo well theſe leven years paſt, and hope. 
with the bleſſing of God, would obtain a perfedl 
cure by the ſaid drops; but being fo much op- 
prefied wich a ſmall family, and buying of the 
books, that I cannot afford to continue them, 

hope the courteous reader will conſider my 
caſe, buy this little book, or keep it clean til! 
called for. | 


It any one doubts the truth of this, it can be atteſt- 
ed, as 1 am always with the child, and as a furthet 
proof, I live at No. 2, Turks head-Court, "I urn» 
mill-Street, Clerkenwell, where the truth of thetc 
few lines may be certified. Tt is hoped the kind 
Reader will te careful who they geturn this book to, 
as no Ore belongs to it but the child or me; and a- 
ny one who is ſo kind as to buy this titrie-book, i! 
will be moit thankfully received bB 

41®,, MARGARET PUNTON 
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i © Taithful is He that calleth you, who £00 w: 1 


do i. 1 
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y EATEH. my dear friench makes a wide 

ni and irtecoverahle breach between th. 
deareſt fr.ends, The moſt intimate friend ſhip, 

und every tye, and relation is diſſolved for e- 


r rer Oiflolved here. — The trars of love and 
= P[irizndibip may a little relicv- the mourner, but 
can never heil the wound, {I mean, recover 
the dead), My dear deceaſed brother, and 
. [you of the church, my iriznds, have requeſted 
na lok me this (hall | call it) Jait office cf love. 


But permit me to ſay, the confiderztion of our 
N | lane 
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107g, our intimate, our unſhaken ſriendſhip, 
r near, very near fifty years, as well as my 
weakneſs and infirmities, wake the jervice ve- 
ry, very painful to me but the | ord is m 
help. The r. movai of dear friends i: not. 
title affecting, bat that of thoſe, who haue 
Feen eminent and uſefulin the church, und ho 
roured by the Redeemer in his cauſe, muſt 
re-ds come cloſe to all our teader feelings, It 
is true, we are not withcut our ſcurces of relief 
may the Lord enabl us in faith to uſe them, 
tor out ſuppert - our ſupport on the preſent ſo- 
'emn occaſion! The reſidue of the {p:rit is with 
tiie lord - the cauſe is ia CarisT's hands. 
But dly, Are you called? firſt, t en ad- 
ire ard adore the Grace, that hath been re- 
vealed unto you, Begin, my Brethren, tae 
Song of Sion nowg, (diy end. avory to make 
you; cailing and eicction ſure. Preis after ho- 
lincſs under the influence of the Spirit (zdly) 
Take encouravement. © God is faithful.“ 
You are weak in the faith, but remember, you 
have a ſtrong God to ſupport your faith,—a 
itrong Redcemer, who is almighty, and full 
of Grace, yea Grace and truth, to fulfil the 
promiies unto you. Look to the Ground of 
your faith and hope. And what is that? the 
ve of God, the promiſcs of God, the faith- 
fuluels 


1 "nl 
fulneſs of God, and the work of Chriſt, Let 


this ſtir you up to all holineſs of converſation, 
and gedlineſs;—for if this will not, nothing 
will, nothing can. (qtaly) Sce how to op- 
poſe the temptations of'the adverſary, Many 
of God's deir Children have betn often ready 
to queltion, whether they are amongſt them 
that are choſen and redeemed, becau they 
are not ſatisfied that they ate ealled. But ſure- 
ly God hath called you by his Grace, if he has 
taught you the preciouſinels of Chriſt, and ena- 
bled you to fly to him, as your only hope; if 
you arc looking to him for righteouſneſs, 
itrengih, and ſalvation. And, this being the 
caſe, you will be ready to fay, how ſhall 1 ds 
this Evil, and fin againit God? Faith upon 
God in the covenant will ſecure us againſt the 
worſt, and laſt efforts of our belliſh adverſary. 
Laſtly, Letus, as helped by Grace, quietly 
leave ourſelves in the hands of this precious 
word, * faithful is he that calieth you who 
Will alſo do it“ or rather, in His hands, Who 
is preſenicd to us in the text; and commit 
vartelves to him with this hope, that he will 
* guide us by his counſel, and afterwards re- 
celve.us to his glory. | 

Permit ine now to ſay a few words to tha. 
lurviving Relatives, and my dear young Bre- 
thren. Lou 


You are, my dear friends, called to mou: 
hear ye the rod, and who hath appointe 
At.. Toume called to “ ſorrow, but not 
thote who have no hope.“ 1 
in iefpect of my dear brother, conſider th: 

triumphant words of the Apotite — I have 
Fought the good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe 
-I have kept the faith; and henceforth chere is 
laid up for mea crown of rigfxcoulnets, Which 
the Lord, the rigtiteous Judge, will give un- 
to me that day; and not unto me only, but 
unto all thoſe that love his appearing.” He 
'hath heard, I dare ſay, he h.th heard the 
ble ſſed words, ** well done good and faithful 
fervant, entet thou into the Joy of thy Lord.“ 
He hath j 2:ned, we doubt not, the Salt ts, ** the 
Spirits of juſt Men mad- perfect, ” and with 
them now is ſinging the Song of Moſes and 


the Lamb, ** unto him that bath loved us, and 


-waſked us from our Sins in his Own blood, to 
him be glory for ever and ever. 


My dear Madam, your lofs 1s great the 


near and dear relation is diſſol ved may you 
he helped to look to that re ation, which is in- 
diſſoluble! Your heavenly hutbaad never dies, 
—you ſhall not want his counſel, his ſupport 
his comfort, who is the © wonderful counl-l- 
lor, the mighty God, the eve: laſting 2 
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5 Prince of peace.“ The Lord will lay ao 
ore upon you then he will enable you to bear, 
Jour God, your Jeſus lives ;—in His hands 

our dear Partner left you ;—in his hands you 
are ſafe. O! bleſs God, that though you ſor- 
row, Pu are enabled not to mur mur; — you 
would fay, the Cup which my Father giveth 
me, ſhall I not drink it? thy will be done,” 1 
open not my mouth. 

My dear young friends, your Father, the 
guide of your youth is gone before, - remem- 
ber his counſel, — follow him, fo far as he hath 
{ollowed Chriſt. He hath left an example 
worthy ycur Imitation; — He profeſſed the 
truth as it is in Jeſus ;—he lived by the faith of 


of the Son of God, or that truth he profeſſed , 


and the Lord was pleaſed te give him the 
comfort of the truth in death. And have you 
had his warnings, his counlels, his inſtructi- 
ons, his encouragements in the good ways of 
the Lord? how awful, how dreadful the 
thought, how tremendous would it be for him 
to witneſs againſt you at laſt, and to acquieſce 
with joy in that tremendous fentence, ** depart 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels, though late his chil- 
dren! But I am perſuaded better things of 
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you, His father is, Itroſt, my young frierds 
your Father, his Redeemer your Redecmer, 
hi: God your God; and © he is faithful that 
callcth you, who will aiſo do it.“ Keep cloſe 
to um, who is the guide of your youth ;—reſi 
upon him tor his ſpirit, who hath iaid “ I am 
your Gad, I will nev-r leave you, never for- 
ſake you.” May“ the God of all Grace fulfil 
al] the good pleajure of his goodneſs in you, 

and the work of faith with power!“ 3 
Jo you, my dear friends of the Church and 
Con.reg:tio:, what hall J ſay ? need 1 ſay be 
ſenſible of your loſs ? I need not: you teel, 1 
know you fecl it; but, „remember him who 
ase to you the «ward of life, the word of God“ 
rememter him, ſo as to © follow his faith, and 
conſider the end of his converlation, Jefus 
Chriſt the ſame yeſterdav, to-day, and for 
ever, —be thank ful, God hath not ftiipped you 
hath not left you deſtitute; —he hath given 
you my dear Brother, ihe wiſh, the comfort 
of your late honoured Paſtor— lay it again, 
he h..ih given you one, who is beloved by you 
— who loves you and is willing to ſpend, and 
be ſpent for your ſakzs —Yea, muy 1 ul? the 
 Apoltie's words, io © be offered upon the ſa- 
crigce and ſervice of your faith,”” whoſe holi— 
nels, 
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neſs, peace, and happineſs are his Joy; and 
you too ſhall be his Crown at Jaſt, who are 

is thus called. | 
r, One word to you, my dear young Brethren, 
at {who we'e under the Tuition of my much-bclo- 
fs Ned Brother. You have loſt akind, a tender 
{ Wr cnd—a wiſe, an able Inſtructor—one, who 
mas ſolid in Judgmeni—c'ear, and pe: ſpicuous 
n his method—and, ſhal!l I add? through 
= ſucceſsful in his work. He wa: per ſua- 
q of, and pteſſed the importance of the truths 
led you into the knowledge of, May vou, 
dear Brethren, ever reta na ſenſe of the 
alue and importance of the truths of God! 


I Fay you feel a glowing love to, an! proper 
ho ſa! for, the Goſpel in this day of coldncf; and 
d“ Rifference II believe you feel his loſs, and 


e tenderly affected; —be nich in prayer, 
y Brethren, that the great Lord of the har- 
for it ul fit ſome other fo: the ſervi c, and 
ou {rect to ſuch a choice, as may be comfort ble 
ven Poou, and uſef Jin the ſervice 6: the Laar! 

ort 11. May the Lord direct our hearts in- 
ain, the love of God, and int) a patent waitin 

you I our Lord Jeſus! may our faich be anforer- 
and Wc to his faichfulne; 
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intended to have cloſed here, but Having 


received a few thoughts from my worthy Bro- 
ther, let me beg your patience a lttle longer, 
while I mention fore things wh'ch I have been 
favoured with. — He faith, „1 have envea- 
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vourel to recall a few words, which dropped 
dropped from his lips, expreſſive of what 
was the conſtant frame of hs ſoul tor a ve- 
ry cenſiderable ſp. ce of time before his diſ- 
ſolution, viz a Sled/aft unſhaken affiance in 
the grace, faithſuw ſs, and love if a Crvenant 
G din (h iſt -an aſſurance of the truth of 
that Goſ” el, witch he had uniformly preac bed 
and @ &vely bope of a Bleſſed Immortality, 


rough the mediation and iterce//.0n of the 


great Redeemer, — Some months; I believe it 


might be full a twelve-month, before he 
was laid aſide from tis public work, he was 
converſing with me on the great Importance 
ot Evangelical Docttines, and with a pecu- 
lia degree of emphaſis an | affection told me 
he had atta ned be full aſurace of Bat; 
for, after fearching the Scrip'ures with the 
cloſeſt attention and care; be ba! not a doubt 
or ſeruple, veſpecting the 1ruth of any of ti 
grand funiame tal derives he had preachel 
ond lived uon: exhiorting me at the ſame 

| time 
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5 time, to continue ſtedfaſt in them, as he was 
a ſore nothing elſe would build vp the Church 


© of Chriſt, or adminiſter ſupport to my own 
a Soul. When it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him 
with a paralytic ſtroke, a few weeks before 
* his diſſolution, calling upon him, and being 


much aff. ted with his ſituation, he ſaid to 


li-. 3 

in me, « well, my dear Brother, it is K0W over 

3 © ith me for this lifes, I muſt lende you lo ike 
1 * 


; of care of the. (bufcb, aud Coubt not but the Lord 
bea wil! be with you. How long I miy have 10 
5 © ſuffer in this tvay, ere I get my diſmiffion, 1 
3 55 cannot ſay, and deſire to leave—but | befs 
God, I can ſay with Dr. Groivenor, that 1 
dave no deabt all things are rizht'y ſe:tled-be- 
tween me and iny ma/ltr;, and al! that I am 
nod concerned about, i;, to tate a decent fare- 
Tl of the World,” —At another time, when 
32 J viſited him, with his uſual cheerfulneſs he 
5 * told me, that had he bt life le ſpend over a- 
Þ nel , be would preach ihefame G ſpe!, for it 
F Was tbe truth of Cd; and, that H would 
7 neither change Goſpel ner Hate, ith ny one. 
f 104 Frequently alſo, when 1 enquired about the 
* 1 frame of his mind, he told me, that, % 
* 1 + ba did not enjoy thoſe bright manife/i ations, 
eim whieb ſome bnd been favoured with, be bad an 
unwavering 


ve it 
e he 
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of Hackney ringing, he aſked why they ru 
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unwate ing confilerce in God as Its God=wal 
carrt:d above all deubts reſpecting lis Inter; 
in the Ive of Chri- au had no fears as. 
the Conſequences of Death, boug be efle 


' dreaded the Pains of dying. On the mornir 


of the day in which he was ſeized with t! 
immediate ſtroke of death, hearing the bel 


ſo? and being anſwered that it was the R 
ſtoration-day, he ſaid, ** I ink it will ben 
Reſteration- day. — Upon the whole, fro 
what I myſclt heard him declare, and fro: 
what others have related to me, it 41 r: 
appear, that he had ever the leaſt waver 
in his confidence towards God, but a ſtron; 
well eſtabliſhed faith and hope, both as 
the great Vodrines he had preached, 2 

his own Intereſt in the Bleſſings of the G 
pel, ene | | 


